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MEDITERRANEAN. 


We have heretofore given some account of 
the Bible Society in Malta, and the extensive 
inissionary field that was opening to the Chris- 
tian researches of the Church Missionary So- 
ciety, in the Mediterranean. (See Vol. Il. pp. 
523, 593, 737.) The contemplated embas- 
sy into Egypt, Palestine, Syria, the Lesser 
Asia and Greece, has been retarded by the 
ill health of Messrs. Conner and Jowett We 
are happy to jearn that they are so far recover- 
ed as to be able to resume their labours as will 
be seen by the following Extracts which we 
make from the Missionary Register. 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


_ From a number of important communica- 
tions sent home by Mr. Jowett, we shall select 
some passages of present and general interest. 


Tracts on the Scriptures, by Dr. Naudi. 


Dr. Naudi, who was the first to fix the atten: 
tion of the Society on Malta as a Missionary 
Station, is devoting himself, in various ways, 
to the furtherance of its objects. 

He has compiled, in Italian, by a diligent re- 
search into the writings of the Fathers, a Tract, 
of the object and composition of which Mr, 
Jowett thus writes :— 


The author is in a situation to confer 
coutinuaily, and on the most intimate 
footing, with every rank of Catholics 
—Italian, Sicilian, French, Spanish, 
&c.; and his own disposition has led 
him, particularly, to inquire what are 
the objections generally current in all 
these parts, against the free circula- 
tion of the Scriptures. The substance 
of what he has heard, and thought, 
and, not unfrequently, in the course 
of correspondence, written, is here col- 
lected together—the mature result of 
many years. 

The same circumstance which af- 
forded him this opportunity of hearivg 
objections, led him also to perceive 
the most eligible mode of answering 
them. Aod, in this part of his under- 
taking, he has an advantage over the 
Protestants in our own Country, 
which cannot well be apprehended by 
them ; so little, { fear, do they really 
enter into the habitual feelings of Cath- 
olics in these parts; so little have they 
inherited of the set of notions which, 
three centuries ago, prevailed among 
their own forefathers in Britain. 


A considerable impression of this Tract has 
been printed by the Society, and sentio Malta 
to be put into circulation. 

Dr. Naudi is now preparing a Second Tracts 
the nature and design ot which will be best ex- 
plained by himself, in the following extract. 


“ The design of the Tract which f 
have in hand, is, to make acquainted 
with each other, as far as possible, in 
the present times, those two grand di- 
visions of the Christian World, the Ro- 
man Catholic and the Universal Cath- 
olic. Every one knows the great illi- 
berality which prevails between these 
two, particutarly on the side of the 
Romanists; and how difficult it is, not 
io say impossible, to effect any good 
with these latter, unless they are first 
persuaded, beth by example, and by 
a course of reasoning adapted to their 
comprehension. 

“In this Tract, I design to deduce 
things from their source. Using the 
Fathers, and the evidence of the gen- 
tiine times of Christianity, I begin by - 
determining what is the Charch of Je- 
sus Christ, and what its characteristic 
marks. I define the Protestant and 
the Roman Catholic Churches, where- 
in they differ. In the first ages of 
Christianity, the differences which we 
now observe between them had no ex- 
istence; whence, then, did disagree- 
ments, and eventually mutual separa- 
tion, arise? Men, upon ill-feunded o- 
pinious in religion, built new opiniens, 
and thus occasioned schisms, &c.— 
How could this be; Revealed Trutir 
still remainiug immutabie? The dif- 
ferences are given in detail. Union of 
sentiment proposed, by bringing men 
to a spiritual union, encouragiug them 
to read the Scriptures, and to converse 
more on matters of faith, with liberal- 
ity of judgment. 

“The Church of our Redeemer 
does not consist in its visibility alone ; 
much less in its centering in the Pepe ; 
nor yet in its infallibility; nor in its 
having a visible Head; nor, as the 
Gallician Church pretends, in the 
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Councils. Demonstrations, that the 
Protestants maintain the doctrines of 
the genuine Fathers of the Church, in 
fact, more correctly than the Roman 
Catholics; and that their separation 
was reasonable, and not such as ts 
commonly represented in these parts. 
Desire of re-union, or at least of an 
approximation, among the professors 
of Christianity; as being one of the 
most efficacious means of propagating 
the Gospel among the Heathen and 
other nations. The only means of 
obtaining this end are, doubtless, to ex- 
tinguish the spirit of controversy, to 
display the Truth universally, and to 
leave every one to profit by it in the 
exercise of a free judgment.” 

Speaking of the first Tract, Mr. Jowett 
says— 

I may just add, that our Copyist re- 
marked, “ This Tract excites in me 
an appetite toread the Bible.” That 
was just the thing aimed at; neither 
more nor less. 


Importance of a Version of the Old Tes- 
tament in Modern Greek. 

Mr. Jowett has greatly interested himself 
respecting a translation of the Old and New 
Testament into the Romaic, or Modern Greek. 
He has, in a considerable degree, qualified 
himself for undertaking the work ; but is with- 
held, for the present, from engaging in it, by 
his multiplied occupations on behalf of the 
Society. 

On this subject, he writes— 

The pursuit of Modern Greek, to 
such a degree of excellence as would 
qualify for Bible Tianslators, must re- 
quire much time and exclusive atten- 
tion; probably, also, a course of visits 
to not fewer than four or five places, 
namely, Constantinople, Smyrna,Scio, 
the Inoman Isles, and Vienna. By 
visits, [ mean for the purpose of resid- 
ing some time, even if it were with my 
family: fora language, F am confident 
cannot be learned, so as to write itin a 
manner fii to be read, without the 
constant habit of conversing in it.* 

* This cannot be hadin Malta. The Greeks 
are reduced to a mere handful ; and those com- 
mercial, not literary. In 1810, and some few 
years both before and alter, there were gene- 
rally 40,000 Foreigners at Malta; of whom 
12,000 were Greeks, and 6000 or 7000 Jews. 
The Jews now bere amouns to about G0 or 70; 
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But is there no enterprise in our 
universities, for the pan of translating 
the Scriptures from Hebrew into Mod- 
ern Greek? Are there so mounting 
spirits ready to dart on such a project ? 
If not, I fear me that St. Petersburgh 
will bear away that prize, and add a 
fresh gem to the Russian Bible Socie- 
ty. Nine months ago I was myself 
all ardor for the work: and if the So- 
ciety choose that f should devote my- 
self to it, I am still entirely at their 
disposal. 

In the following extracts, Mr. Jowett states 
the principal motives to such an undertaking. 

The translation of the Old Testa~ 
ment from Hebrew into Modern 
Greek is an object of vast importance. 
The Old Testament throws great light 
on the New—in the view of the cha- 
racter of fallen man, and of the Church 
of God in all ages; of Types ful filled, 
and Prophecies accomplished, &c. : 
so that it may be safely affirmed, that 
a Christian Church, the Greek for ex- 
ample, is very incompletely furnisbed 
wit the Truths of Divine Revelation, 
if possessed only of the New ‘Testa- 
ment in the Vulgar Tongue. Such 
a Church seems competent to little 
more than private edification: it is 
not qualified for the great work of the 
Conversion of the Jews. 

The various British Societies may 
be expected to continue sending, as 
they have begun to send, Missionaries 
into these parts. Come they, one and 
all! but they will want the grand doc- 
ument—the TEXT BOOK. 


We trust that statements like these will not 
be lost upon those younger Members of our 
Universities, who, from Christian Motives, 
desire most extensively to devote their literary 
attainments to Christian purposes. 


Comparative Advantages of assisting 
the Greek Church. 


It may be asked, “ Why are the 
Greeks to be considered rather than 
others ; rather, for example, than 
North Africa and Syria?” 


about fifteen families. I was much struck te 
observe, in a Printed Letter from the Rev. Mr. 
Robertson, that Calcutta, the metropolis of the 
East, contains not more than about the same 
number of Jews, 
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Because they are superior, in seve- 
ral respects, which give importance to 
2 field of religious exertion. 

1. The Greeks are very NUMEROCS : 
in Greece, Asia Minor, Russia, and 
Germany, travellers bave estimated 
them at 4,000,000. The inhabitants 
of Africa cannot be considered, space 
for space, as so numerous: for in- 
stance, the Regency of Tripoli does 
#0t perhaps contain above 50,000. 
‘Lhe city is estimated at 24,000. Bar- 
barous countries are, in general, not 
ihe most populous. 

2. The Greeks have their modern 
language competently CULTIVATED ; 
books printed ; schools numerous. As 
soon as the Bible is finished, there will 
be thousands able to read it. The 
countries south of the Mediterranean, 
are, in this respect, in a state of bar- 
barism nearly. 

8. The Greeks have much INTER- 
COURSE AMONG THEMSELVES, both of a 
commercial and literary nature; they 
will canvassanew work. The people 
uf Africa have no literary communi- 
cations: the desire of reading is not 
yet excited in them to any extent. 

' 4. The Greeks have much inTER- 
© OURSE WITH OTHER NATIONS, and some 
INFLUENCE on them: they touch Great 
Britain, Austria, and Russia, very 
closely; they will, therefore, more 
quickly, receive and give religious im- 
pulse in their relation with these great 
Powers.. The Barbary States, on the 
contrary, have very little influence of 
a benign nature on other Powers. 
Egypt is but just rising. 

5. The Christian name is a ground 
of union and co-operation, For Afri- 
ca, &c. the reverse is the case. 


Translation of the New Testament into 
Maltese. 


Myr. Jowett has uadertaken, and in part exe- 
cuted, a Translation of the New Testament in- 
to the language ofthat island. The importance 
of such a work will be readily perceived ; the 
dense population of Malta and Goza having 
never yet seen the Scriptures in their vernacu- 
lar tongue. 

A native of Malta, of humble life, but of con- 
siderable attainments in the language of his 


country, is assisting Mr. Jowett in this trans- 
‘ation. His name is Giuseppe Canac!o. 


Mr. Orsmond’s Foyage to Eimec. 291 


On this subject we make the following ex- 
tracts from one of Mr. Jowett's Leticrs to the 
Rev. Samuel! Lee, who has rendered the most 
efficient aid to this undertaking, in suggesting 
the principles on which the Translation should 
be conducted, and in correcting the first spe- 
cimen. 

I send for your inspection the teuth 
chapter of St. Matthew’s Gospel, iu 
Maltese. I selected this chapier, as 
containing a pretty good variety of 
words, and as being the first Missiona- 
ry Discourse ever delivered to the 
Christian Church. 

It is needless to apprise you, or the 
committee, what is my principal me- 
tive in superintending this translation. 

It may serve to shew other nations, 
and the Maltese themselves, that their 
language is truly dignified; a worthy 
daughier of the Arabic, fully deserving 
an eminent place among the Oriental 
Tongues. It ought, on this account, 
to be completed ina style such as not 
to offend any judicious Arabic Scholar. 

This translation may serve, couse- 
quently, as a step to Europeans wish- 
ing to learn Arabic. If by six months 
residence in this British Colony they 


learn to converse in Maltese, they . 
will, in two months more, move about” 


fieely in Tripoli and other quarters. 

In short, they will have little more to 

do than to familiarize themseves with 

the Arabic Character. ‘This conside- 

ration places the Station of Matta in 

the most important Misssonary Light. 
SOUTH SEA ISLANDS. 


Mr. Orsmond’s Voyage from New South Wales 
to Evmeo ; extracted from his Journal, Feb. 
20, to April 27, 1817. 

AM. and Mrs. Onsmonn embarked 0th Feb. 
181%, in the ship Aing George, but the wind 
proved so contrary, and frequently so stormy, 
that they were within sigiit of the shore until 
the 7th of March, and both extremely ill by 
sea sickness, &c. &c. 

On the 1Gih they saw the western coast of 
New Zealand, andon ihe 17th the North Cape. 
The natives came on board, eager to barter for 
powder and fire arms. ‘ The articles which 
they brought for exchange were fishing lines, 
potatoes, white shirts, iron bolts, and blocks, 
which it is supposed they had obtained from a 
ship wrecked on theircoast. If wretchedness 
was ever before me, certainly I think it was in 
this instance. However savage these poor de- 
craded creatures were,they were alive to eve- 
iy species of fraud. The capteig gave them 
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wader for a basket of potatoes, but it was one 
fourth jullofearth.” ‘ The faces of the native 
chie’s are so completely tatooed, that it would 
be almost impossible to place a straw between 
the lines. ‘Their skins are besmeared with oil 
and red ochre; their clothing is a sort of flax- 
en rug, or mat, thrown round the shoulders, 
and tied on the right side. 

19. We went tothe (Church) Missionary 
Settlement. Forty or more of the natives sur- 
rounded us, and gazed as if they had never 
seen an European before. ‘They rudely exam- 
ined Mrs. Orsmond’s dress. 

21. The ship proceeded on her voyage. In 
the beginning of April, they encountered a 
most terrific storm. ‘i shall never forget (says 
Mr. O.) the feelings-of my mind at that time, 
while I draw the breath of life. ‘The ship 
sprung a leak, and 1 went cheerfully to the 
pump. 

On the 27d they met two large canoes full of 
natives, some of whom swam to the ship. On 
inquiry, they heard of the Missionaries at 
Fimeo, &c. and were surprised to find a man 
on board of one of the canoes, named tri, whe 
was sent by Pomure to teach the inhabitants of 
Chain Island to read and write. ‘ My heart 
leaped for joy to see a native, totally destitute 
of what we deem the comforts of lite; leaving 
his country to teach the unlettered tribes what 
he knows of the word of God. Surely, nolong- 
er can ‘the South keep back,” when the in- 
habitants begin to burst their own-chains.’ 

26th. ‘Pleasing prospect! break forth into 
cinging, all the powers of my soul! See yon- 
der is the spot which you have been in search 
ef these filteen months! Yes, it is Taheite! 
Immensely high. The top is far above the 
clonds. Perhaps this is the spot where many 
of my days will be spent.’ 

27. Lord’sday. ‘Arose at 4. By the light 
of the moon I gazed on, the shores of Eimeo, 
near which the ship had drifted during the 
night. I sat in one of the boats, retracing the 
way the Lord had led me, and calling to mind 
the vows I had made. Scarcely ever did I 
fee] my mind in a more solemn frame : and my 
anxiety on entering the field, seemed greater 
than that upon leaving my home.’ 

‘At 12 our ship was fastened to atree. The 
natives were all in their places of worship. Not 
a canoe came to the ship. After dinner, I 
visited the shore. One of the Missionaries 
readascrmon. Bless the Lord, O my soul!’ 





Communicated fer the Relizious Intelligencer, 
BOMDAY. 

Pxiract of a letier from the Rev. Mr. Graves, one 
of the Missionaries at Bombay, to the Rev. Mo- 
ses Parmeice of Granville, (VN. ¥.) dated Ma- 
him, Island of Bombay, May 1, 1818. 


Rev. aAND DEAR sian—Providence has at 
lengtli piaced us agreeally to our wishes, in the 
midst of thousands ot heathens. And though 
we are usually deprived of the high privilege of 
attending public worship, we can truly say, 
that we are happy in our condition. But how 
much more of faith, and patience, aud zeg, 
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shall I need, if ever I am permitted to preach the 

gospel here! And for such supplies, we entreat 

our dear American friends ever to pray. Te 

learn a totally new language, so as to use it 

continually, is no small task, and yet a task 

that can bé accomplished. Brother Hall tol 

me that he thought he could speak on all the 

necessary topics of preaching, with as muc!z 
ease in Mahratta, asin English. For mysel!, 
I am just beginning to understand the natives, 
aud to make myself understand in some very 
few things. After some disappointment in 
regard to a teacher, I atlength obtained one, 
who wil! probabably continue; and theugh he 
does not understand Englisk, he has an exce!l- 
lent faculty of making himself understood. In- 
deed all the people here, as it respects ges- 
tures, ave great orators; when compared witl 
the English. Their common conversation is 
attended with many emphatical actions. Their 
language in respect particularly to the arrange - 
ment of words, sounds extremely poetical to 
an English ear, and I think it really so. They 
follow the natural order of placing the most 
important words in a sentence first. The 
method in which they read, and in which read- 
ing is universally taught, approaches very near- 
ly to singing. They have schools among 
themselves, in which they have tollowed from 
time immemorial, what is now called Lancas- 
ter’s system. The first business of a child, is 
to form the simple letters of the Alphabet on a 
patee or board, overspread with sand. There 
are several hundreds of combinations in their 
alphabet, which, however, are not very difficult 
tolearn. Thesimple lettersare 52. Aftera child 
has attained a sufficient knowledge of the al- 
phabet, his first lesson is, (in characters) Shre- 
gunashaynum, health to Gunash. This is the 
first thing written, when anything of learning 
is commenced. Our Brahmans write this for 
the first sentence, when they commence teach- 
ing us the language. I signified to mine, thes 
we presented our good-wishes and requests to 
the one God. He replied, “ very weil.” Tlie 
people generally, seem to have butvery little 
confidence in their system ofrefigion, thoug!s 
they are strongly attached.to their idolatrou- 
customs. They attend to them more particular- 
ly morning and evening, but they have almost 
innumerable days set apart for the worship of 
their idols. Sometimes the streets are throng- 
ed with a multitude, dressed in spotted clothes 
and painted faces, throwing on each other a yel 

low or red powder, as a religious ceremony. 
Sometimes a cocoanut with several other little 
ornamental olfe rings, issuspended before almost 
every door; and women are seen making vari- 
ous figures, with paint or powders, on their 
earthy floors, frequently around some of their 
childven. Numerous trees by the way side, 
and painted stones and images, receive fre- 
quent offerings of flowers, a few kernels ot 
rice, and a kind of incence. Besides the offer- 
ings presented at their temples, which are filled 
with hideous images in all the forms of idola- 
try, nearly every family has a little plant be- 
fore the door, growing on a low post, composed 
of mortar generally, which they walk around 
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every morning saying over a short kind of 
prayer. ringing a bell, and sprinkling water over 
the sacred leaves. ‘Their common salutation at 
both meeting and parting, is (in characters) 
sulam, nearly the same as the Hebrew word 
(peace). Bramans however, generally repeat 
the name of one of their gods, Ram Rem. It 
is quite a disgraceful thing for the natives to be 
seen without their head-dress ; but they take 
off their shoes or sandals as a token of respect, 
especially when entering a house. The most 
usual methed of carrying burdens here, is on 
the head; and it is astonishing what weights, 
and how steady, they will bear -ihem ; very 
commonly without the assistance of the hands. 
They seem to retain almost all the customs of 
ancient times alluded to in Scripture: and what 
we daily see, gives peculiar force to many pas- 
sages. But oh, my dear Sir, they are not illu- 
minated with the sacred word. We have dis- 
tributed and are distributing some copies of 
‘the Portuguese Testament among the Catholics, 
(almost heathens): These we received from 
the Bombay Bible Society. Some Mahrettah 
Tracts, and a translation of Matthew and .the 
Acts, which the brethren have prepared and 
printed, are in a course ef distribution ; and 
are read in the 12 Schools belonging to the 
mission. I do little else than to superintend 
the echools in Mahim, where we live, and in 
the vicinity ; and distribute the Scriptures 
some, and learn Mahratta. Some children 
anake a pleasing progress, others less so. Great 
is the work before us, great is the field, great is 
our responsibility, and far greater is our weak- 
ness and deficiencies. O that we were pos- 
sessed of more faith and zeal. But the Lord 
will in some way, if not by us, accomplish his 
own work. ‘The brethren have uot yet been 
able to procure children from ‘the natives, to 
educate themselves, only as they have lad in- 
fluence in the Schools. Andi am-sorry to ssy 
that there appears, as yet, litle or no spirit of 
inquiry, among the natives respecting the wey 
of truth. You will not fail, 1 think, to heip us 
by your prayers. 

Mrs. G. is much occupied in her school, too 
much we fear for the attainment of the lan- 
guage, and for her health, though the latter 
‘js generally much better than it was in A- 
Lam truly-yours affectionately, 

A. Gratas. 
Ree, Moses. Parmelee. 





FRANCE. 
It is stated in the public newspapers, .that 


-ene of the deacons of the Protestant Church at 


Bourdeaux has been condemned by the tribu- 
nal of the Correctional Police to pay a fine for 
not decorating the front of his house with tap- 
estry, while the Host was carred by. If this Le 


true, it appears that the Catholic spirit of per- 
secution is yet alive ; but we trust that the gov- 
eruiment of France will not suffer proceedings 
£0 contrary to the charler on whic the reizn- 
ing family was restored. 
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BAVARIA. 


It must afford-to every {friend of religious lib” 
erty great pleasure to learn that the new con” 
stitution for this country is distinguished by its 
liberality, and, as stated in the preamble, grant- 
ing to-the people liberty of conscience, with a 
scrupnious distinction between what belongs 
to the state and what to the ciurch ; liberty of 
opinion, (but guarded against abuse) and what 
is more remarkable, an equal righ! to all nahve 
subjects to every rank inthe public service, and 
toail the distinctions due to merit ; equality of 
laws, and of citizens under the law; impar- 
tiality and promptituge in the administration of 
justice, &c. 

That such a constitution shoul! be enjoyed 
by a country, containing, we suppose, two 
uillions .of inhabitants, and in which the Ro- 
man Catholic religion has long predominated, 
must afford gratification to all benevolent 
tinds. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN DIBLE SOCIETY. 
EXTACTS OF CORRESPONDENCE. 
From the Rev. Mr. Strubell, to the Secre- 

tary of the Saxiun Bible Society, dated 

Wildenfelt, July 10, 1817. 

By the transmission of the Bible and 
New ‘lestamenis you have given me 
unspeakable joy; and not only me, 
but also my pafishtoners, all of whom 
received them, calling ferveutly for the 
blessing of God upon the Society. J 
had scarcely made known that a frésh 
supply of bibles had arrived when my 
house was crowded with applicants, 
(intreating for copies,) who were con- 
tinually fullowed by others: so much, 
indeed, that by far the smaller number 
efthem only could be satisfied; and 
my whole store was dispused of in an 
hour’s time. I offer the revered Socie- 
ty.my most cordial thanks; it has again 
sown a seed in my congregation, which, 
J trust, through the grace of God, will 
produce abundance of fruit. I am 
inost anxious .to promote a diligent 
reading of the Scriptures among them ; 
J often exhort them to it, and inquire 
into it, in my visitation from house to 
house. 

flow much good is doing by the Bi- 
ble Societies! What real blessings are 
they imparting ! How painful it is to 
see them publicly blamed for their good 
work! May they never become weary ; 
ynay they never yield to difficulties | 








We can only assist you with our pray- 
ers. Our mountains are poor; and 
though geld and silver may he deep 
under our feet, they. are not to be met 
with ia the cottages of the inhabitants ; 
pa: ticularly at this season, when most of 
them have to contend with famine and 
unspeakable distress. Very few of them 
were, consequently, able to pay any 
thing; though it was strikingly evident 
how much they desived to pay some- 
thing. Bat when, with all the marks of 
genuine sincerity, they assured me, that 
they had not had a bit of bread either 
vesterday or to-day, and this assertion 
was too well corroborated by their pale 
emaciated aspect, (for the truly indus- 
trious poor rather suffer hunger than 
go begging,) it was no more than my 
duty to give them the bread of life, 
without money, and without price. I 
was still happy to perceive, notwith- 
standing their bodily want, such an 
eagerness after this food. Many de- 
clared the Bible, and particularly the 
New Testament, to be their createst 
treasure, and made use of the words of 
David : § The law of thy mouth ts bet- 
ter to me than thousands of gold and 
silver.” Some, however, could pay a 
trifle, and they did pay it with the 
greatest cheerfulness. 





PORT OF LONDON SOCIETY 


FOR PROMOTING RELIGION AMONG SEAMEN. 


We are informed that the ‘ Floating Chapel, 
has continued to be attended by large covgre- 
gations—that many masters of merchantmen, 
their wives and children, attend the services ; 
and that since the opening of the chapel on the 
4th of May, it is calculated that upwards of 
2000 common seamen have heard the ser aons 
which have been preached gratuitously by 
ministers anxious that the knowledge of salva- 
tion should be affectionately tendered to sea- 
men, as among the ‘gail men’ to whem the 
grace of God should be brought. The seamen 
have, in many iustances, expressed their warm 
gratitude for the advaritayes atlerded by the 
‘Port of Londen Society,’ and that this. cir- 
cumsiance has greatly endeared the Port to 
them The Auxiliary Bible Society for Mer- 
chent Seamen has presented twenty Bibles for 
their use: a member of the ‘ Book Society’ has 
giveu his nomination of books asa supply of 
Watt’s Psalm oni Hymn Books, and a variety 
of aifectionaie tokens of co-operation have 
been received trom the well-wishers to this 
novel undertaking, from which we cannot but 
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auour consequences of eternal importance to 
the souls of men. The expenses oi this vessel 
which will last 50 years) have exceeded the 
original estimate, and will fall little short of 
£2600, while, from the want of a more diffused 
knowledge of the Society, little mure than one 
third of that sum has been subscribed. We 
cannot however believe that those to whom 
wealth bas been entrusted, and the grace ot 
God bas been imparted, will let such an under- 
taking, so honourable to the nation, and pre- 
mising to be so beneticial to British seamen, 
want adequate support. We learn that the 
services of country ministers coming to town, 
as well as of those resident in tawn, would be 
very acceptable —Evan. Mag. 





REPORTS OF SOCIETIES. 
RHODE-ISLAND BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The fifth annual meeting of the 
Rhode-Istand Bible Society was held 
in Providevce, on the 3rd uf Sept. 

The following is an extract from the 
Report : 

‘the Board of Trustees, in thei: 
commounication for the last year, repre - 
sented that their attention had been 
principally occupied in providing for 
the wauts of the destitute in this State. 
To this, the Board had becn more par- 
ticularly led, in consequence of the o- 
riginal plan of the Institution, aud to 
prevent, if passible, an application of 
any of its funds to any object contrary 
to the intention of the donors. It was 
therein stated, that Bibles and ‘Testa- 
ments had been fo: warded and depos- 
ited m most towns in the State, for 
distribution ; and that strong reasons 
were entertained for belteving, that 
the wants of the poor in every town 
had been in some good measure sup- 
plied, either from this, or other Socie- 
ties, in the adjoining States. During 
the past year, the attention of the 
Board has been directed to the same 
object, with the hope of rendering it 
more effectual. Being deeply impress- 
ed with the conviction, that so long as 
both the exertions and the pecuniary 
resources of the Lostitution were par- 
ticulary devoted to the wants of our 
own citizens, no relaxation should be 
permilted, or expense spared, until 
with truth it might be said, the spiritual 
wants of the poor are supplied—none 
are known to inhabit the State, who 
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have not in their possession the word 
of life. 

The Trustees have, since the last 
annual meeting, purchased 656 Bibles, 
and 361 Testaments, which, added to 
those heretofore purchased, make an 
aggregate of 8088 Bibles, and 771 Tes- 
taments, of which 276 Bibles and 1l4 
Testaments remain undistributed. 





Extract from the Third Report of the 
Board of Managers of the Bible So- 
‘ciety of Rensselaer County ; read bee 
fore the Society, May 25, 1818. 


During the year past 132 Bibles and 
90 Testaments have been delivered 
by the Treasurer to the departments 
for distribution, and there remains on 
hand 298 Bibles and 150 Testaments. 
Since the organization of the Society, 
$19 Bibles and 210 Testaments have 
becn issued by the Treasurer for dis- 
tribution. 

The balance in the hands of the 
Treasurer, at the date of the last An- 
nual Report, was $86 95. The re- 
ceipts of the year have been $214 18, 
and the expenditure $217 16, leaving 
a balance of $83 97 in the treasury. 
The Treasurer’s account, (annexed to 
this Report) will furnish the particu- 
jars of the receipts and expenditures, 

Sixce the Society was organized 
there have been $1,152 43 received, 
and $1,068 46 expended. It ought to 
be observed that the principal item of 
expenditure, of the last year, was a 
donation of $200 to the American Bi- 
ble Seciety. ‘The Managers are per- 
suaded that the Society, on considera- 
tion, will approve of this donation, as 
it goes to increase a fund devoted to 
the noble and truly charitable design 
of distributing the Scriptures among 
ihe destitute, wherever they are to be 
found. We have reason to believe 
that there are many destitute of the 
Bible in this country, and some might 
think that this should have prevented 
our making the donation. But let it 
he remembered, that although no Bi- 


", bles or Testaments have been purcha- 


sed the last year, a considerable stock 
remains on hand; mare, it is feared, 
than will be called for this year, unless 
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greater exertions shall be made in the 

departments. ; 

FPxtract from the Second Annual Report 
of the Managers of the Fayetteville 
Auxiliary Bible Society ; read before 
the Sectety June 11, 1518. 


Soon alier the commencement of 
the second year, the Managers recei- 
ved the first remittance from the Pa- 
rent Society. This consisted of 200 
Gaelic Bibles, substantially bound and 
handsomely printed. ‘These Bibles, 
from the circumstance of none having 
been printed in this country, were 
sought after by the natives of Scotland, 
and in many instances by their de- 
scendants, with the greatest avidity, 
They appeared to have recovered a 
long lost treasure, orto liave meta 
long wished for frend. The conse- 
quence was that the whole, with the 
exception of a very few, were imme- 
diately taken up, and used, as we 
hope, to edification. Among tie ap- 
plicants for these Bibles were some, 
and indeed many, who were abunc- 
antly able and willing to pay for them. 
They alledged that they had no apie 
in their houses, and the reason , wa 
that none could be procured. The 
Managers therefore concluded, that 
they ought to accommodate them, and 
receive a fair price in return—they 
therefore sold to such as preferred 
paying for them, at the rate of $2 per 
copy. They were however careful 
and even conscientious in bestowing 
them gratuitously, wherever this was 
necessary, and they directed. their 
Agents in al] inctancesto do the same. 

This firstremittance of Bibles being 
so soon distributed ; and there remain- 
ing many, even without the knowledge 
of the Managers, who had not been sup- 
plied, and who ardently wished it— 
the Managers lost no time in ordering 
a second supply from the Parent So- 
ciety. And here they take a lively 
pleasure in announcing the prompt- 
ness and cheerfulness with which their 
order wasattended to. Although that 
Society had none on Land, yet they 
lost no time in procuring the vecessa- 
ry supply trem the British and Foreige 
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Bible Society. A second remitlance 
of 200 Gaelic Bibles lias therefore J: ist 
come to hand, which will in like man- 
ner be soon distributed, 

But these, cheering as they may be, 
are not the only instances which the 
Managers hare to record of the fideli- 
ty and promptness of the Parent So- 
ciety. The Managers weli knew, that 
not only Gaelic, but English Bibles 
were much needed in this section of 
the country. They therefore ordered 
a supply in our own language ; and 
they were happy in receiving 200 of 
an edition printed by the Parent Soci- 
ety. These have all, with the excep- 
tion of a very few, been also and in 
like manner distributed. But this 
supply, as the Managers have found, 
has been by no means adequate to the 
wants of the people. Applications, 
and indeed pressing requests have pour- 
edin upou us from a variety of quar- 
ters. We have had satisfactory infor- 
motion that more than 600 English 
Bibles may be readily distributed in a 
neighbouring county. ‘These persons 
in our view, have taken a correct view 
of the subject—that not only every 
family, but every individual compo- 
sing that family, should have their own 
Bible. They represent themselves as 
able and wiiling to pay a fair price for 
them, and refuse (as they ought to do) 
to receive them on any other terms. 
The Managers have therefore conclu- 
ded to gratify them, and have forwar- 
ded = order for 1000 more, which 
they have been informed will ‘be for- 
warded as speedily as possible. ‘To 
sum up the whole—the Managers have 
received 400 Gaelic, and 200 English 
Bibies. Of these nearly 200 Gaelic 
and 200 English have been distribu 
ied, and measures are ina state of 
forwardness for the distribution of the 
other 200. 





Extract from the Fourth Report ef th 
Managers of the Biste Sociery or 
JerrExson C ounTy, Va. June 5, 1818. 


Our National Institution has, a few 
days ago, celebrated its second anm- 
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raging to the friends of the Bib'e. Its 
resources are rapidly increasing. It 
is becoming more aud more an object 
of landable ambition to be recognized 
as a Director or Member for life. May 
we not cherish the pleasing expecta- 
tion that at no very distant period, 
such will be the accession of wealth, 
and talents, and piety, to our Nation- 
al Society, that it will shed a new and 
an additional lustre raund the Ameri- 
can vame! Risimg in our horizon, like 
anew star of the fizst magnitude, it 
promises soon to rival and even to ex- 
cel in brilliancy all those whieb adorn 
the American hemisphere. Distin- 
guished as America now is for the free- 
dom, the mildness, and justice of hee 
government, the wisdom of her states- 
men, the skill and intrepidity of her 
soldiers, she will then be still more 
distinguished by the zeal and diligence 
with which she diffuses through the 
world the word of eternal truth. The 
idea now most naturally associated, 
in the minds of other nations, with the 
American name and character is, that 
of civil liberty; soon, we fondly hope, 
it will be, the distribution of the Bible. 
Without dissolving the Association of 
civil liberty with the American name, 
one yet stronger may be formed, be- 
tween that name and her Bible Socie- 
ties. Without descending one single 
degree from that elevated rank which 
she has gained among the nations of 
the earth by her generous and devoted 
attachment to her Republican Gov- 
ernment, she may gain an elevation 
still higher by her enlightened zeal 
and persevering diligence in circulat- 
ing the sacred Scriptures. The sun 
does not deprive the moon and the 
stars of their light, but only conceals 
them from view “by ‘his superior splen- 
dour. May the lustre, surrounding the 
American name, derived from Bible 
Societies, be like that of the sun, ren, 
dering her other glories less perceiva- 
ble, only by its superior brilliancy. 
Anxious to aid in producing these 


happy results, your Managers cannot 
avoid embracing the present opportu- 
nity of recommending to their consti- 
versary, with prospects most encoy: tuents, to cherish that zeal and employ 
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thai diligence which will, in some de- 
gee, be worthy the noble cause in 
vhich they are engaged. With this 
view let us use increasing industry in 
supplying the wants of this county. 
Let us inquire for the families and 
individuals not yet furnished with the 
Bible; and when found, let us exert 
our utmost ingenuity in rendering the 
donation agreeable and useful to them, 
Let us recommend it as the poor 
mau’s treasure, as a balm to the 
wounded spirit, as the voice of mercy 
and peace to the afilicted, as the 
vord of God, as the guide to Heaven. 
If all other efforts fail, let us entreat 
and persuade them to receive it as the 
gifl of God. 

Our surplus funds we can send to 
ihe Treeasurer of the American bible 
Society, to be appropriated, by the 
visdom of its managers, in that way 
hest calculated to answer the purpose 
jur which they were given. 








Extract from the Sixth Annual Report 
of the Board of Managers of the Ot- 
sego County Bible Society ; June 11, 
1818. 

Your managers have bought, within 
tle last year, 320 Bibles and 200 Tes- 
laments, which, with those bought and 
distributed since the formation of the 
Saciety, amount to 1302 Bibles, and 
519 Testaments, There is now on 
hand 183 Testaments. 

Since the formation of our Society 
in 1812, we have distributed 1261 Bi- 
bles and 500 Testaments. And by 
reports from several parts of the 
county, we believe that 2000 more 
hay be distributed. 





Extract from the Seventh Report of the 
Bible Society of Salem and Vicinity, 
June 10, 1818. 


In laying before you, on the present 
occasion, a brief statement of our pro- 
ceedings the past year, it gives us 
much pleasure to say that the Society 
has never been more useful in its own 
eperations, in addition to its more ex- 
lensive effects through the medium of 
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the American Bible Society, of which 
it is now a branch, and to whose funds 
it has contributed three hundred dol- 
lars the year past. 

There have issued from this Society 
430 Bibles and 82 Testaments within 
the year; a larger number than have 
been usual, ‘These, we trust, have 
been disposed of in a way the most 
likely to be useful. ‘They bave been 
taken principally by single copies, or 
in small numbers, for particular ob- 
jects of charity, or by persons who 
would attend themselves to the distri- 
bution. 

Thirty-six Bibles were taken by Mr. 
Thomas Savage, for distribution in 
the western country. Jonesborough 
and its vicinity, in the county of Wash- 
ington, seem to have become a field 
for our charity. About 40 have been 
there distributed the last year, under 
the care of a gentleman from this 
town, by whose faithful attentiog we 
are much obliged. Some of these 
have been sold at a low rate, and the 
receipts accounted fer. . 

Some Bibles have also been distrib- 
uted in the same way at Fsanconia, 
N. Ll. which were received with strong 
expressions of gratitude. 

About 50 have also been distributed 
in the county of Hancock. 

Some charity schools, particu'arly 
the female school for coloured people, 
in Salem, have also received assistance 
from us. 

The remainder were distributed in 
this county, where several families 
were still found without a Bible. 

The whole amount distributed since 
the formation of the Society is 2439 
Bibles, and 482 Testaments. 

There are now in the treasury, at 
the disposal of the Society, two hun- 
dred and six dollars 77 cents, besides 
an investment of thirteen hundred dol- 
lars in United States stock, &c. 





Extract from the Annual Report of the 
Bible Societey of Maine, May 7, 1818. 


Since the 5th of June, 1817, 264 Bi- 
bles have been distributed; 100 have 
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heen sent tothe Oxford Bible Society, 
66 have been sold to subscribers, and 
256 remain on hand. 

The whole number of Bibles distri- 
buted by this Institution since its es- 
tablishment, is 3450, together with 261 
Testaments. 

To put the Bible without note or com- 
ment into the hands of men, is an at- 
tempt to instruct and improve them, 
which is liable to no objections that 
ynust not be first advanced against the 
Scriptures themselves; those sacred 
oracies, that are able to make us wise 
unto salvation, that are most propi- 
tious to the present happiness of hu- 
man beings in all the vartous rela- 
tions in which they are placed, and 
4hat strike the only etlectual blow at 
vice and the evils of which it is pro- 
ductive. 

Let therefore the great experiment 
be made, must every well-wisher to 
his fellow-creatures exclaim. Let the 
ward of God have a free course, and 
Iet it be seen what the effect will be of 
passing its purifying streams over the 
corraptions of mankind. Those wko 
kelieve its prophecies know that this 
experiment will be made; and that 
the word that shall go forth shall not 
return void; but it shail accomplish 
she pieasure of the Lord, and it shall 
prosper in the thing whereunto he sends 





Extract from the Fourth Report of the 
Newark Breve Socisry, June 25th, 
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On this occasion the Managers are 
happy to state, that the institution 
committed to their direction has not 
ceased to flourish—and its concerns 
were mever more hopeful than at the 
present time. Hitherto the smiles of 
Heaven have succeeded our humble 
endeavours to diffuse the Word of 
Life—aud in proportion to the eviden- 
ces of usefulness to our fellow-men, 
have our hearts been cheered, and our 
Jabours made light. Asthe benevolent 
objects of the Society have become 
distinctly known, so has its influence 
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extended, and its means of doing good 
augmented. Public benevolence has 
kept pace with its growth—tendernes 
and brotherly affection have character. 
ized the Society—and the utmost cor. 
diality and coincidence of sentiment 
have distinguished all the deliberations 
of the Board. 

It is scarcely necessary for the Man. 
agers to remark, that two years haye 
elapsed since this Society became aux. 
Wiary to the American Brie Soctery 
—a Society not less distinguished for its 
liberality than for its exertion—a Soci. 
ety which may truly be said to bea 
national monument of Christian labour 
and benevolenee. Consequently our 
field of operation has been retrenched 
—our labours located to the Society's 
immediate vicinity. While we have 
supplied thg wants of the needy among 
ourselves, our surplus funds have bee: 
consecrated to the use of the Nationa! 
Institution. And though much has 
been done by us in this place and is 
vicinity, we are sensible there still re- 
mains great room fer the exercise of 
our charity and benevolence. 

From the report of the Treasurer of 
this Society, it appears that at the com- 
mencement of the year now expired, 
the unexpended funds, at that time a. 
mounted to $9 59. ‘That subsequent- 
ly, at the delivery of the anniversary 
address, $82 2 cents were collected; 
and $142 have been received from an- 
nual subscriptions; which, includinz 
some small donations, &c. make the 
receipts of the Society to amount the 
present year to $256 37 cents. The 
disbursements during the same perioi 
amount to $231 4 cents ; leaving in the 
hands of the Treasurer, at the presext 
time, only $25 83 cents. The princt 
pal items of expenditure are $1i8 4 
cents paid to the Philadelphia Bibl 
Society, for Bibles furnished our orde! 
the proceeding year to the Rev. Mr 
Burr Baldwin in his missionary tour 
the Western country; and a“donatio 
of $100 to the American Bible Society 
The Managers notice with thankfulness 
a number of private donations from 
their fellow towsmey. 
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AMERICAN-COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Erexezer 
Burarss, one of the agents of the American 
Colonization Society, dated, “ Brig Success, 
from Sterra Leene to London, English chan- 
‘nel, 16th July, 1818.” 

We were received with all civility in Sierra 
Leone. Gov. Macarthy was unfortunately ab- 
cent ona visit to the Gambia; but the com- 
mandant, captain Appleton, the honourable 
chief justice Fitzgerald, ard other gentlemen, 
by their kind attentions, supplied the loss. Our 
embassy gave great joy to many of the Airican 
colonists. We examined the schools and the 

ublic edifices, and seme oi the colonial towns. 

As might be expected, I was very happily dis- 
appointed in some things, and paintully in oth- 
ers. There surely has been rapid improve- 
ments in some respects, within a few years, 
andthe preseut prospects of the colony are 
cood. 

' The number of places, eligible for the loca- 

tion of colonies, is less than one might suppose 

trom the extent of coast. Nearly every river 
hes a bar or shoal at its mouth, which renders 

‘ts navigation hazardous, or impracticable to 

chips of any considerable size. For instance, 

between Cape Mount and the Bight of Berrin, 

‘he principal rivers are the Mesuado, Saint 

\ndrews, and Velta, neither of which opens 

iis mouth to a large ship, or forms a harbour 

for its safe and corvenient anchorage. ‘The 
rivers Calebar and Cameroon, in the Bight of 

Rerrin, the Gaboon and the Congo, are con- 

‘idered to be navigabie some distance by the 

largest ships. 

There are few Bays on the Gold coast. At 
the European forts and trading stations, ships 
usualy auchor off in the roads, a few leagues 
‘rom the shore. All goods are landed in boats 
aud African canoes, which are often overset in 
ihe surf. Ships, however, seidom sustain in- 
jury, because there are no strong winds except 
the tornadoes, which continue only a few 
hours, and always give seasonable warning of 
their approach. 

Even for a settlement purely agricultural, it 
seems indispensable to have a river, harbour or 
bay, in the vicinity, where necessary supplies 
may be brought, and surplus produce exported. 

In eight days after we reached Sierra Leone, 
having made the best arrangements which cir- 
cumstances would allow, we were in readiness 
for an excursion down the coast to the coun- 
‘ry of Sherbro. We took with us Messrs. John 
Kitzell and william Martin, as interpreters, be- 
sides the pilot, captain, and men of the little 
schooner in which we sailed. We called on 
Mr. Thomas Calker, head man of the Berrarra 
Islands, who embraced our objects with such 

cordiality that he commissioned two of his 

chief men to go with us and speak his mind in 
the councils of Sherbro. We next called on 
his nephew. George Calker, head man of the 
Plantain Islands. We then proceeded to Sher- 


bra and held consultations with the kings and 
head men of the country. We were always 
sreated with civility and kindness. We made 
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general surveys oi the bay, islands, rivers, and 
adjacent country, taking specimens of the rice, 
cotton, sugar-cane, &c. with the entire appro. 
bation of Kings and head inen, notwithstanding 
temporary apprehensions. ‘These children o; 
nature have had intercouse only with the worst 
class ot white men, and have learned to dis- 
trust any profession of humanity or benevo 
lence. I have only to say, at present, that if 
the tree people of colour of the United States 
are dispesed to remove to Sherbro, there are 
great tracts of uncultivated land which may be 
purchased at a moderate price ; and that if 
they behave well, they may live there with the 
most perfect safety. 

We were engaged on this excursion about 
six weeks. After our return to Sierra Leone, 
we finished our inquiries at that colony, and 
became satisfied that there was no sufficient 
reason for our wasting the rainy months on the 
coast, and that we could do no more with ad- 
vantage to promote the objects of the Ameri- 
can Society. We should have been happy to 
have sailed directly to the United States; but, 
as there was no American ship in the vicinity, 
we improved the only opportunity which offer- 
ed, and taok passage ior England in the brig 
Success. We did not recret this circumstance 
greatly, as there appeared to be some delivite 
reasous tor visiting kugiand. 

When taking our last views of the African 
continent, which, tor the sake of others, we 
had so earnesily desired to see, we rendered 
thanks to God, and efpressed our congratula- 
tions to each other, that the principal labours 
and dangers of our embassy were now pas! 
The nature of the climate, and the unknowa- 
circumstances in which we might be placed, 
were subjects of mature reflection betore we 
leit our country. Our minds were prepared 
to meet dangers, and endure trials, which, 
through divine goodness, had never occurred. 
Our prospect appeared fair to return to our 
country, and see the face oi our friends in 
peace. 

But the period of that event now approaches 
“respecting which neither my duties to yon, 
nor the sensibili ies of my heart, will allow me 
to say with coidness it has happened so.” Our 
embassy, however humane in its design, how- 
ever successiyl in its execution, and howevei 
extensive or beneficial in its future consequen 
ces, is now obscured with the veil of monrr- 
ing; it will occasionsor:ow where there might! 
have been joy, and lL iear, discouragement and 

despondence, where there should be activity 
and perseverance—ail is right. 

The health of my collcasue, before he lei: 
the United States, was slender—having a stric- 
ture on the lungs and a dangerous cough. In 
England, it being winter, he complained much 
of the humidity of the atmosphere. On the 
Atlantic, and during the whole time of our 
residence on the African coast, he enjoyed 
perfect health, and was active in business eve 
ry day. On the evening of June the 5th, just 
two weeks after we sailed from Sierra Leone, 
he expressed some epprehensions of a tever, 
and on June 14th, 2 hours and 39 minites, 
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w®, M. in Jat. 23, 46, Nw. he calmly resigned his 


breath. I dowbt not that he enjoys the reward 
ot his pioas labours, and does not desire his 
earthly friends to mourn for him. But -the 
honourabie society in whose service ke closed 
his life, the Bibie Societies who-have enjoyed 
his labours in years past, and thousands in the 
American church, will seasibly feel his loss. 
ilad food or medicine. or the kindest atten- 
tion of fraternal leve evailed any thing, my 
dear associate would have survived ; but the 
event has declared the will of heaven, and it 
is not my duty to murmur. 
With great respect, dear -sir, your obedient 
#ervant, F. Burgess. 
/lias B. Caldwell, Secretary of the? 
dnerican Colonizalion Society. § 





From the Christian Herald. 

A PERSECUTOR CONVERTED. 
REING A NARRATIVE OF FACTS. 
Phe wolf also shall dwell with the lamb ; 
Isaiah, xi. «6. 

William L—— was born at , in 
New-Jersey, and was by nature.a child 
of wrath, even as others. Neither fa- 
ther nor mother, altheugh they had 
dedicated him to the Lord in baptism, 
endeavoured to train him up for the 
Lord. O ye Christless parents! how 
«an ye wish your children to be good, 
and make no exertions to tain them 
up inthe way in which they should 
go? Or,do ye not tremble at the 
thought of your solemn engagements 
vo Jehovah, compared with your crim- 
inal neglect of the religious education 
wf your children ? William had-the ad- 
vantage, however, of being sent to a 
school which was under the care of a 
godly teacher—a great biessing at all 
times, but a great rarity at-that time. 
May every school in Christian lands 
soon have godly praying men at their 
head. This holy mau was careful for 
the souls of his pupils. Convinced that 
3:0 labours can be truly successful with- 
out the divine blessing, he opened and 
closed his school every morning and 
evening with prayers and thanksgiv- 
ing; and at stated times instructed the 
children in the first principles of the 
religion of Christ Jesus. He frequent- 





jy seized on passing incidents to drop 
1 word in season, which, although for- 
srolten or disregarded at the ume, 
inight afterwards spring up and bear 
Two of these sha!l be noticed 


iruit. 
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rative. On a certain occasion, whey 
the teacher had chastised him for his 
misconduct. an! William stood beside 
him weeping, he looked at him with 
‘bowels of coinpassion, .and said, * A}), 
my lad! If now I saw you crying for 
your sins, what pleasure it would give 
me.” William was bold in wickeduaess, 
-but feared the thunder. One dav, iy 
schoe! hours, the heavens gathered 
awful blackness, the lightning ran down 
the sky, and soon there came a Cread. 
ful peal of thunder. William was 
terrified ; he laid down his head upon 
the table, troubled by a guilty con- 
science and the fears of death. ‘The 
teachier kept this in mind, and «no 
a set day, when conversing with tue 
children concerning needful things, 
asked Willian, “ Do you not fear to 
die” ‘Lhe sun shone bright, no.cloud 
darkened the heavens, no flash of 
lightning was seep, nor any rearing 
thunder heard. William answered, 
“No.” © Why, then,” said the teacher, 
“did you hang down your head the 
other day when Jehovah thundered ©” 
William was mute. Ab, conscience | 
thou art a witness for God, a witness 
against sin; one of the sweetest mer- 
cles, or one of the sorest judgments. 
Williaz: followed the evil example 
of his father, grew up in sin, and wax- 
I have heard a 
neighbour say, that William was a high 
Jad. He and his father, when at work 
in the field could be heard at a great 
distance cursing and swearing in the 
most fearful manner—endeavouring, 
as it should seem, who could swear the 
mest, or loudest. Ile was at length 
taken from the farm, and put out in 
New-York to learn the trade of a book: 
binder; in which he acquired some 
skill. His master was no fearer of God, 
& William was not checked in his dread- 
ful career of sin. Masters are secondary 
parents: but how often are they mere 
inercenaries—consulting only their tem- 
poral interests, and not compassionat- 
ing the perishing souls of their appren- 
tices. How much is this to be regret- 
ted. What fearful witnesses will ap- 
prentices be aguiust their unconverted 
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masters in the great day of God! I 
have heard an apprentice, who be 
came a true convert soon after he was 


out of his time, remark in the time of 


his soul’s distress, “ Oh] what a great 
blessing it would have been to me, if 
he who endeavoured to teach me my 
trade, had alse strived to make me ac- 
quainted with the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
When William had attained to man- 
hood his inclinations led’ hiin to seek a 
partner for life. At this time we find 
hiin with his father, in the country. A 
mysterious providence directed him to 
a pious family. The widowed mother 
was opposed to his visits, and warned 
her daughters against him ; for she 
was a godly mother, and could not ens 
dure the thought of any one of her 
daughters forming a connexion with so 
wicked a youth, and so wicked a fami- 
ly. But all in vain. William gained 
the heart of one of her daughters, and 
opposition only made him more intent 
upon the match. Coutrary to the so- 
lemn, affectionate, and frequent admo- 
nition of her good mother, Agnes be- 
came the wife of William. How often 
have I lamented the lot of poor Agnes, 
and felt inclined:to talk with the Lord 
of this judgment. Was another name 
to be added to the mournful list, already 
numerous, as an evidence that grace 
does not descend from parent to child, 
like an inheritance! Or had Agnes 
provoked the Lord to cast her out of a 
godly family into the bosom of the 
wicked world—into its snares and 
temptations, to be entangled and de- 
stroyed ? Can it be possible, that so 
many and such wrestling prayers, as a 
godly father had offered up for her in 
the days of his flesh, shoul ; all be as. 
water spilt upon tire ground f ? Such 
were my reflections on this melancholy 
union. How often did Agnes. lament 
that she had disregarded the advice of 
her good mother. How ofien did she 
regret her misplaced aflection—her 
blind choice. Many a sad and painful 
hour now fell to her share. Willian 
turned out to be a brute of a husband— 
ason of belial; and took pleasure in 
For 
their marriage he 


wounding the feelings of his wife. 
several years 


after 
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scarcely ever spake a kind word to her. 
All his study was to gratify himself or 
vex the wife of his youth. ‘To whon: 
should Agnes complain? to her mo- 
ther? she dared not. She bore the 
yoke in silence. 

It pleased the Lerd at length to 
sanctify her afflictions, to bring ber to 
a right knowledge of herseli, and of 
the way. of salyation throuzh Jesus 
Christ, his: Son, according to that word 
of the prophet Hosea: Vherefove, be- 
hold, I will allure her, and bring her 
into the wilderness, and speak comfori- 
ably unto her. And Iwill give her he: 
vineyards from thence, and the valle 
of Achor for a-door of hope: and she 
shall sing there; And I will betroth 
thee unto me for ever. Hosea 2. 14— 
20, Agnes was mace to feel that it is 
a grievous and a bitter thing to sin 
against the Lord. For many a month 
was she tossed on the waves of spiritual 
distress before she learned that sweet 
truth, Unto God the Lord belong the 
issues from death. Ps. 68.20. He that 
gets the best knowledge of the great- 
ness of his sins and miseries, will have 
the most exalted views of free ancl. 
sovereign grace. Such was the case 
of Agnes. She did not receive the 
word, like the stony-ground hearer, 
“ anon with joy ;” but “in much afilics 
tion,” as the ‘Thessalonians, I. Thess. 
¥. 6. and became a follower of the 
Lord. 

Tow would it have gladdened the 
heart of her father to have seen this 
ehild sorry for her sins after a godly 
sort! What an evident answer to his 
many fervent prayers! But her father 
was not—he was gone to his rest! He 
is where there is no lack of joy nor 
pleasure. Certainly the cood news 
has greeted his ears, and cailed forth 
another song of praise to God, even th 
Favherof ourlmmanuel. The mothec 
of Agnes was thrilled with joy. A 
pious aunt was exceeding glad. Agnes 
found no rejoicing husband iu William ; 
but a cruel persecutor. On this verv 
account he began to hate and to vex 
her still more. Determined to be r 
of her, he secretly went away to Bos- 


ton, intending never to see his wile 
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and children any mote. After a while, 
however, he returned again. A man’s 
heart deviseth his way; but the Lord 
directeth his stepts.- Prov. 16.9. He 
returned only to vex and grieve Iris 
wife. Butshe prayed for him, and by 
her meek and holy conversation sought 
to win him. They went to live at New 
York; but after three or four years 
spent in this way William moved back 
again to New-Jersey. Adjoining to 
his father there lived an old farmer, 
who, having no one to manage his 
farm and provide him support, leased 
it to William for seven years. Every 
thing being arranged, they came up 
and lived withhim. This man was an 
eld and hardened sinner. William 
and he agreed well together; and_ be- 
tween them both Agnes had a very 
uncomfertable life of it, especially ou 
the holy day of the Sabbath. They 
endeavoured to keep her out of the 
church and from the preaching of the 
word. They hated the minister, and 
scofied at religion. Agnes sometimes 
endeavoured to prevail on William to 
go with her to the house of God; but 
was generally unsuccessful, except 
when he had achild to be baptized, 
and never in her company. Once, in- 
deed, he forced himse!f to go up to the 
sanctuary ; but did not reach there till 
the sermon was nearly finished: he 
came, however, time enough to hear 
the preacher make a few remarks on 
the resurrection of Jesus, early on the 
morning of the Sabbath, as worthy the 
imitation of his people. “ And, proba- 
bly,” said the preacher, just as William 
was seating himself in the pew, unob- 
served by him, “ii is owing to a late 
rising that some come so late to the 
sanctuary.” William felt guilty ; and 
as the eyes of many turned towards 
him, he felt foolish, and became en- 
raged against the minister. 

The time to administer the Lord’s 
supper, and to admit applicants to the 
full communion of the church was at 
hand. Agnes had never ventured to 
make a full confession of her faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Whether it 
proceeded from unbelief respecting her 
spiritual faith, or dread of her husband, 


Iam at alouss to say, But on this oc. 
casion she determined to go forward, 
aud went to the charch on the day of 
preparation with that intent. Her fear 
of the old farmer and of her busband 
overcame her, and she failed in the 
execution of her pious resolves. The 
adversary of souls took advantage of 
her failure, and endeavoured to attri. 
bute it to her want of faith, ard love to 
the Lord Jesus. But it was her infir-. 
mity ; and she determined, if the Lord 
would graciously strengthen her, never 
again to be ashamed of him. In due 
seasom Agnes made a public confession 
of her faith, and solemnly dedicated 
herself to the Lord and his service for 
ever. 

The old farmer was displeased, and 
William was enraged at her for her 
conduct. ‘They scotfed at religion, as 
being all hypocrisy ; they railed at the 
minister and at the saints; they cursed 
and blasphemed in a most fearful man- 
ner in the presence of Agnes. Wil- 
liam appeared to be instigated by. Satan 
himself, and had never yet hated and 
vexed his wife as he now did. ‘Fo one 
he said, “I will become a Jew—If wil! 
turna Turk—I will leave my wife, and 
live no more where a Christian can be 
found.” He became exceeding dark 
in his looks, and sullen in his behavior. 
He plotted new. mischiefs every day 
and night. It made a noise among his 
neighbours. They say, “ Persecution 
has no existence any more.’ ” But does 
not the word of God say, “ Yea, and, 
all that will live godly in Christ Jesus 
shall suffer persecution” Let all the 
agents, actors, and sufferers in this 
work of hell, stand up and bear wit- 
ness. As formerly, “he that was born 
after the flesh persecuted him that was 
born after the spirit, even so it is now.” 
As the troubles and trials of Agnes in- 
creased, so did her strength to be: Ty 
them in a lamb-like manner. The wa- 
ters increased and lifted up the ark; 
but the ark drew nearer and nearer to 
heaven. 

In the course of the succeeding 
week, while William breathed out 
threatenings, as he passed the pottery 
in the neighbourhood, while an oven 
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full of ware was burning, the potter be- 
ing on the top of it, called to William, 
«Come up here, and I will show thee 
something.” William went up; the 
potter directed his attention to the 
fames and heat in the flues of the 
oven, saying, “look at that.” « It is 
exceeding hot and dreadful,” said Wil- 
iam. “Hell is infinitely hotter and more 
intolerable than that,” added the Potter. 
«If that be the case,” said William, 
« then I should not like to go there.” 
The Potter speedily remarked, “Then, 
do not find fault with thy wife if she 
endeavour to escape hell and to get 
into Heaven, lest thou be cast into the 
burning lake.” This impressive admo- 
nition scarcely moved the hard heart 
of William. 

Next Sabbath morning, as the phy- 
ieian entered the house of the old 
farmer to dress his diseased leg,(it was 
in a sad condition) William made up 
to him, and said, “ Doctor, out with 
your lancets, open my veins, and take 
out all the blood I have in my body.” 
“Not yet,” said the doctor, “ you must 
lve somewhat longer. Dress yourself, 
and go with me to Church to hear the 
word of God.” “To the Church !7 
said William ; and witha terrible oath, 
ided, “ I have done with the Church 
xever!” On Monday morning he 
went to H—— and took a great fro- 
lick, as he called it. Late at night he 
came home, and very much intoxica- 


t.4 


he 


d 
. 

T/ 
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(To be concluded. ) 





TUSCARORA INDIANS. 


Extract from a communication in the American 
Daily Advertiser, dated Philadelphia, Sepiem- 
- 
ber 17. 


Those who consider the attempts to civilize 
the Indians as hopeless, are invited to peruse 
tae following short, unexaggerated description 
oi one of their tribes, visited a iew weeks since 
by the writer of this article. 

_ The village of the Tuscarora tribe of Indians, 
!s situated about 3 miles to the eastward of 
Lewistown, in the neighbourhood of the alls 
of Niagara; the tribe consists of about 300. 
They hold a considerable body of land in this 
place, and cultivate it extremely well. Their 
telds of wheat and Indian corn are nearly us 
good as those of the whites, and they are sur- 
rounded with most of the comforts of civiliza- 
Uon. There is a missionary residing here, the 
Rev. Mr. Crane, from New-York, who is much 
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and deservedly beloved by them. They have 
a school conducted on the Lancasterian plan, 
and the proficiency of the children in the ele- 
mentary branches of knowledge, is alike cred- 
itable to their teacher and themselves. Pub- 
lic worship is regularly kept up and generally 
well attended. 

The writer of this, can, with truth, acknow- 
ledge, that few ineidents of his life will be re- 
collected with more pleasure, than his vist tv 
the church of the Tuscarora Indians. ‘The re- 
spectability, neatness and comfort, of their ap- 
pearance, and the solemnity of devotional 
feeling, the devotion of the heart, which appar- 
ently pervaded the audience, furnisbed, in- 
deed, a most delightful spectacle. There was 
no symptom of indecorum in one of the 
natives present, but all their behaviour became 
the occasion. To behold those who had been 
accustomed to every idolatry, and the evils 
connected with it, worshipping the only true 
GOD, and partaking of the consolations of 
genuine religion, furnished to the mind, in an 
eminent degree, pure and unalloyed delight. 
The Throne of Grace was addressed in hum- 
ble, fervid terms by the minister, and though 
the human heart is known only to Him who 
formed it ; yet, if the poor Indians did not most 
devoutly joia im the public prayer, appearances 
can in no instance be relied on. Aiter which, 
a number of thein rose and sung a hymn by 
note, in their native languaze, with great effect. 
It was a translation of an Euglish hymn, set to 
the same music asthe Original. A venerable 
Tadian took his stand by the side of the minis- 
ter, and rendered his sermon into Indian, sen- 
tence by sentence. Their general character- 
in the neighbourhood is seed, and their obser- 
vance of the Sabbath, (in which the whites 
furnish them a bad example,) is truly commen- 
dable. We took our leave of these interesting 
natives, with feelings not easily described, an? 
with wishes for their welfare at once ardert 
and sincere. Intheir journeyings througa a 
world of sorrow, may they be protected and 
supported by Divine Providence, and solaced 
by the friendship of Christian friends; and 
when they bid adieu to terrestrial things, may 
they join in the wise and good of nations, in 
the fruition of happiness beyond the crave. 





SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
> Long Island. 

It will be gratifying to the friends of 
Sunday Schools to learn, that in the 
Township of Hempstead, Long-Island, 
eight schoo!s have been established du- 
ring the last year and a half. The 
schools are kept at the following places, 
viz. Foster’s Meadow, Turtle- Hook, 
Hempstead town, two at Hempstead 
South, Smith's Mills, Near-Rocbewey 
and Far-Rockateay. The one kept at 
Mr. Pine’s, H. South, has 100 scholars, 
the one at Near-Rockaway 50 or 60, 
and the ene at Far-Rockaway about 
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80, 35 of whoni are adults. The latter There know as known, and see asshe is seen, 


school is taught ina building, 34 feet 
by LS, erected for that purpose about 
three quarters of a mile from the sea 
shore, on a lot of land, 100 feet square, 
given by Mr. B. Cornell. The school 
house was commenced and completed 
under the direction of Mrs. Coruell, 
wnd is opened on Sundays and other 
days for divine service, to all Ministers 
of the Gospel who are willing to preach. 
Mrs. Cornell is entitled to the thanks 
ef hundreds of those who live around 
her, for the active exertions in which 
she has persevered, against the seofis of 
the wicked and incredulous, as Super- 
intendent of the school, and almoner 
to the spiritual wants of the poor and 
ignorant. 

A coloured woman seventy three 
years of age, who, when she entered 
the school a few months ago, did not 
know the alphabet, can now read in tie 
Bible. 





For the Religious Intelligencer. 
POETRY. 
To the memory of Miss Sarah H. Ray- 
mond. 

Srr,—The foliowing is a fragment of an un- 
published poem, on the death of Miss Sarah H. 
Raymond, who died at Moscow, in the State 
of New-York, onthe 10th of April, 1818. This 
excellent person was known by a numerous 

art of the readers of your Intelligencer ; and, 

»y inserting therein this effusion from the heart 

ot a friend of hers, you will gratify, at least. the 
Author. 


When weeping friends, with agonizing look, 

Their long, and last adieu, with trembling took, 
Herself alone, amid the anguish’d scene, 
With a triumphant mind, remain’d serene. 
sackward on time, she look’d without asigh ; 

Forward, unmov’'d, to dread futurity ; 

‘vo her Creator's care herself resign’d, 

“ Nor cast one longing, ling’ring look behind.” 

The pains of death, the cold and dreary grave, 

Ferific things! to her no terror gave. 

Her views Supremely fix’d on things above ; 
No baser things, her steadfast soul could move ; 

Died as she liv’d, with sweet composure blest, 

Maturely ripen’d for eternal rest. | 

** Be calm,” she mildly said, then soar’d away, 

fo the bright regions of eternal day. 

No moon shall there diffuse her sickly beams, 
No sun the day, in intermitting streams ; 

But God himself, will pour upon her sight, 

A bright continued stream of uncreated light. 
there she will run, a swift and bright’ning 

course, 

Herself a vivid spark, from that eternal source ; 

Once dim’d, but nowrelum’d by grace divine, 

Through all eternity, to burn and shine. 





Darkness and clouds, no more to intervene. 
There sive will join the spirits of the just, 
To praise that God, ia whom she put her trust » 
There she will join the ransom'd of the Lord, 
(Pilgrims on earth, who trusted in his word,) 
And tread with transport, o'er cvlestial plains, 
To sing redeeming love, in beatific strains. 
_Withtend'rest love, and reverence profound, 
We now, ia hope, committed to the ground, 
The mortat part of our most precious trust ; 
** Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust lo dust ;” 
Until that day, when our triumphant Lord, 
The dead wiil raise, by his all-potent word ;— 
Will thunder through the earth, and throug), 
the deep, 
And earthandsea no more their pri3 ners keep ; 


- Wien it, redeem’d from death, to life will 


spring, 
And soul and body join’d, redemption sing. 
‘Fhough now, by death dissolved, in dast it lies,. 
Itshali; combin'’d anew, immortal rise ; 
For this corruptible (‘tis God’ decree,) 
Must then be chang’d, aad incorruption see. 
Departed Saint! now gone from earth away 
In realms of glory, evermure to stay, 
He, whom in death, you kiadly call’d your 
“ Friend,” 
Wishes with you, a friendship without end. 
He too, must quickly leave his house of clay, 
And to a distant somewhere, pass away ; 
but hopes with you, through his Redeemer's 
blood, 
In realms of bliss, to praise, a pard’ning God. 
Your sulf’rings, by the world but litle known, 
And borne with placid mien, without a groan ;— 
Exalted virtues, amd accomplish’d mind, 
Like tripple cord, my soul to you did bind. 
Anguish’d and raptur’d too, | saw you shine, 
In night of woe, with brilliancy divine. 
When from this darksome ball, you took your 
flight, 
My mind pursu’d you to the realms of light ; 
From ligit o light, saw your bright’ning way, 
Near and more near, to Goud’s all-pertect day ; 
There mark’d your progress, swift, from choir 
to choir, 
And saw you burning, with a Seraph’s fire. 
Moscow, April 1818. 


-_— 


NOTICE. 
Foreign Mission Society. 

The Annual Meeting of the Foreigu Missiou 
Society of New-Haven and the vicinity, will 
be holden at the Vestry of the North Brick 
Church, on Thursday the 22d of Oct. inst. A 
general attendance is requested, precisely at 


half past seven o’clock P. M. . 
NatHan Wuirtine Sec’ry. 


New-Haven Oct. 3, 1818. 
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